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Session wraps up with 

oneVoIce 
VIctorIes

chamber members are 
   “open for Business”

      tYPros drives 
urban revitalization

New website 
        focuses on members

+ tulsa’s Future
Job-creation plan 
surpasses goals
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Reserve your space online at 
tulsachamber.com or call 
918.560.0212 for more information.

eVents
6.18.13
Strike Night
andy B’s 

8711 S. Lewis 

6 – 8 p.m.

6.25.13
Small BuSiNeSS Forum
Tulsa Tech, Lemley Campus 

3420 S. Memorial Dr. 

7:30 – 9 a.m.

6.26.13
hiriNg our heroeS 
Tulsa event Center 

2625 S. Memorial Dr. 

10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

7.9.13
BreakFaSt Network
Wyndham Hotel – Tulsa 

10918 e 41st Street 

7:30 – 9 a.m.

7.12.13
goverNor’S State  
oF the State addreSS
Tulsa Convention Center 

100 Civic Center 

7:30 – 9 a.m.

In tHIs IssUe
PG 3 : GoVernMent
OneVOICe PROGReSS

PG 4 : GoVernMent
D.C. FLy-In PROVIDeS aTTenDeeS 
WITH uP-CLOSe LOOK aT FeDeRaL 
aDVOCaCy eFFORTS

PG 5 : GoVernMent
Q&a WITH SenIOR VP OF 
GOVeRnMenT aFFaIRS, CHRIS 
BenGe

PG 6 : GoVernMent
TuLSa’S FORWaRD MOMenTuM 
FOCuS OF Day aT THe CaPITOL

PG 7 : arcHIVes

PG 8 : MeMBersHIP
HIGHLIGHT: THe CHaMBeR’S FIRST 
MeMBeRS

PG 9 : MeMBersHIP
We HeaRT OuR MeMBeRS  |  
TuLSaCHaMBeR.COM unDeRGOeS 
MaJOR ReVaMP, neW SITe 
LaunCHeD

PG 10 : MeMBersHIP
CHaMBeR MeMBeRS aRe OPen 
FOR BuSIneSS

PG 12 : sMall BUsIness
SPOTLIGHT: SMaLL BuSIneSS 
COunCIL — KenT GuSTaVSOn, 
BLOOMInG TWIG BOOKS

PG 13 : econoMy
aSK THe eCOnOMIST  |  TayLOR 
FORGe COnSTRuCTS neW TuLSa 
FaCILITy, PLanS WORKFORCe 
exPanSIOn

PG 14 : tUlsa’s FUtUre
TuLSa’S FuTuRe eCOnOMIC 
DeVeLOPMenT PLan 
BOLSTeRS STaTe eCOnOMy  |  
THORSTenBeRG naMeD VP OF 
eCOnOMIC DeVeLOPMenT

PG 15 : econoMIc DeVeloPMent
SOCIaLLy SPeaKInG  |  CHaMBeR 
naMeS neW SVP OF eCOnOMIC 
DeVeLOPMenT

PG 16 : econoMIc DeVeloPMent
HeaLTH CaRe: WHy DO We CaRe?  
|  RIVeR SPIRIT annOunCeS 
$250 MILLIOn MaRGaRITaVILLe 
exPanSIOn

PG 17 : econoMIc DeVeloPMent
CHaMBeR STRIVeS FOR 
SuSTaInaBILITy  |  eneRGy 
InDuSTRy LeaDeRS TRaVeL TO 
TuLSa FOR DuG MIDCOnTInenT

PG 18 : tyPros
STReeT CReD

PG 19 : eDUcatIon
CHaMBeR CeLeBRaTeS 30 yeaRS 
OF PaRTneRS In eDuCaTIOn, 
aWaRDS TOP PaRTneRS

PG 20 : VIsIt tUlsa
DISCOVeR THe TuLSa SOunD

PG 22 : tUlsa sPorts 
coMMIssIon
TuLSa SPORTS COMMISSIOn 
CeLeBRaTeS OPenInG OF 
MOHaWK SOCCeR COMPLex

PG 25 : new MeMBers

the Chamber report (iSSN 1532-5733) is published bi-monthly by the tulsa regional Chamber, williams Center tower i, one west third Street, Suite 100, tulsa, ok 74103, (918) 585-1201. members receive a subscription 
for $12 paid from annual dues. Non-members can subscribe for $24 per year. Periodical postage is paid at tulsa, ok. Publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising.

PoStmaSter: Send address changes to the Chamber report, williams Center tower i, one west third Street, Suite 100, tulsa, ok 74103.

On the cOver: “the Guardian” by enoch Kelley haney, a 9-foot replica 
of the statue that sits atop the oklahoma state capitol dome, is located 
near the rotunda inside the capitol building. here, it is shown during the 
tulsa regional Day at the capitol in april. 
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GoVerNmeNt

oneVoice progress  
DuRInG 2013 SeSSIOn
FUlly acHIeVeD

osU Medical center,  

oU wayman tisdale center Funding

The OSu Medical Center received a 

$13 million appropriation, while the 

Ou Wayman Tisdale Center received 

its requested $3 million appropriation, 

allowing both facilities to continue 

training physicians for rural and under-

served areas while providing health 

care services to Oklahomans in need.

workers’ compensation reform

Costs to businesses will be signifi-

cantly reduced with the reforms of SB 

1062, which moves the state to an ad-

ministrative system and establishes an 

“Oklahoma option” to allow businesses 

to opt out of the traditional system 

and provide their own benefit pro-

gram to employees.

oDot eight-year plan

Funding for the eight-year plan was 

maintained in 2013, including ad-

ditional funding needed to fulfill the 

Bridge Improvement and Turnpike 

Modernization Plan.

sIGnIFIcant ProGress

education Funding 

Common education received $91 mil-

lion in additional funding, with $74 

million dedicated to implementing 

past reforms and compensating for 

cuts in education funding since 2008. 

In addition, higher education received 

an additional $33 million, and career 

tech received an additional $3 million.

Quick action closing Fund 

an additional $3 million was ap-

propriated to the closing fund this 

year, increasing the effectiveness 

of this crucial economic develop-

ment tool. The Chamber will con-

tinue to advocate for increased 

funding in future sessions.

slIGHt ProGress

Medicaid expansion 

The Chamber achieved its primary 

goal for the 2013 legislative session, 

which was to ensure no legislation was 

passed that would limit Oklahoma’s 

options when considering ways to ex-

pand access to insurance in the state. 

The Chamber was integral in bringing 

the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber 

on board with the coalition of ad-

vocates who supported expanded 

access, and will continue to work to 

amplify the voice of the business com-

munity in these efforts. a final report 

from the Leavitt Partners regarding an 

Oklahoma Plan is expected to be re-

leased at the June 13 Oklahoma Health 

Care authority meeting, which the 

Chamber will attend in preparation for 

next steps.

Municipal revenue diversification 

Legislation to support municipal 

revenue diversification passed over-

whelmingly from committee, but failed 

to pass the full House. The Chamber 

hopes to readdress this need next ses-

sion, absent of federal legislation.

Personal income tax reduction

The Chamber opposed any reduction 

in the personal income tax rate that 

was not revenue-neutral or would 

have a negative impact on core ser-

vices. While delaying the cut by one 

year allowed critical needs like educa-

tion, health care and Capitol repairs 

to receive additional funding for Fy 

2014, the losses from the income tax 

cut was not offset by spending cuts in 

other areas.
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GoVerNmeNt

D.c. Fly-In  
provides attendees with up-close look  
at federal advocacy efforts
In april, the Tulsa Regional Chamber led a group of nearly 100 to Washington 
D.C. for the annual Tulsa Regional Fly-In, where attendees lobbied Oklahoma’s 
Congressmen and learned from top-ranking officials tied to some of the region’s 
priority issues such as small business, health care, workforce and energy.

The three-day visit included discus-

sions and updates from all of Oklaho-

ma’s u.S. senators and representatives.  

attendees shared some of the 10 federal 

OneVoice priorities with the Congress-

men, offering a much-needed firsthand 

opinion and personal perspective.

“next, we’ll follow up with our Con-

gressmen and discuss how we can 

best prepare ourselves and our federal 

delegation for what’s needed to make 

these priorities realities,” said Mike 

neal, president and CeO of the Tulsa 

Regional Chamber.

“This is an ongoing process. We’re 

hopeful the Marketplace Fairness act 

and immigration reform will pass this 

session, but many of the infrastructure 

needs discussed for the arkansas River 

and the Tulsa and Muskogee ports will 

take some time to accomplish.”

neal stressed that without the sup-

port of many Tulsans, these issues could 

take much longer.

“When they hear it firsthand from the 

individuals affected by these issues, it 

has a stronger impact,” neal said. “That’s 

why we travel here with representatives 

from around the region, who can pro-

vide the insight and the strong voice of 

advocacy for these regional priorities.”

— mike Neal, PreSideNt aNd Ceo oF the tulSa regioNal ChamBer. 

“ This is an ongoing process. We’re hopeful 

the Marketplace Fairness act and immigration 

reform will pass this session, but many of the 

infrastructure needs discussed for the arkansas 

River and the Tulsa and Muskogee ports will 

take some time to accomplish.”
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GoVerNmeNt

Q&a with senior VP of  
Government affairs,  
Chris Benge
Q: let’s start wItH 
tHe BasIcs. wHat Is 
oneVoIce?

a: OneVoice is the Chamber’s re-

gional legislative advocacy initia-

tive that brings together Chamber mem-

bers, municipalities, regional chambers 

of commerce, community organizations 

and many others for one unified collab-

orative effort. It allows us to define our 

regional priorities and deliver them to our 

state legislators and Congressmen with a 

greater impact.

Q: wHat were soMe oF 
tHose PrIorItIes tHIs 
sessIon?

a: Through the OneVoice process, 10 

state and 10 federal priorities are 

identified. We announce these priorities 

at the beginning of session, and share 

them with our legislators via the regional 

OneVoice legislative agenda. We keep 

these priorities in front of our legislators 

throughout session at events like Regional 

Day at the Capitol, private meetings, our 

weekly Legislative update email, etc. That 

way, we know our legislators are mind-

ful of the Tulsa region’s wants and needs 

when they’re making votes and passing 

legislation. This year our big focuses were 

workers’ compensation reform, education 

funding, funding for the OSu Medical Cen-

ter and Ou’s Wayman Tisdale Clinic and 

increased health care services.

Q: was tHe oneVoIce 
aGenDa sUccessFUl?

a: yes, this year we had some huge 

successes that will have tremen-

dous impact on the cost of doing business 

in the state and the Tulsa region. Workers’ 

comp was a big win, with comprehen-

sive reform measures passed that create 

a more business-friendly environment 

for Oklahoma employers and will ensure 

injured workers are able to return to their 

careers as quickly as possible. education 

funding was increased at all levels, includ-

ing an additional $74 million to implement 

quality education reforms for common ed. 

Funding for the OSu Medical Center was 

absolutely crucial. Without the $13 million 

allocated to keep OSuMC open, and the 

$3 million dedicated for Ou’s Wayman Tis-

dale Clinic, rural and underserved areas of 

Oklahoma would not have access to qual-

ity health care services. 

Q: were any IssUes 
UnsUccessFUl?

a: I would say the majority, if not 

all, of the issues on the OneVoice 

agenda saw some progress. We’re con-

stantly moving the ball forward on these 

issues. Some take a bit more time than 

others, but the region continues to grow 

and we see the positive impact the One-

Voice agenda has had on the region and 

the state. For issues like Medicaid expan-

sion, we saw positive progress with the 

hiring of the Leavitt Partners to draft rec-

ommendations for an Oklahoma Plan and 

increased awareness about the impact of 

not finding a solution on Oklahoma’s busi-

nesses. We’re working to bring the busi-

ness community and the health care com-

munity together to advocate for a solution 

that ultimately insures more Oklahomans 

and stops cost-shifting to the businesses 

that drive Oklahoma’s economy. 

Q: wHat HaPPens to tHose 
IssUes tHat weren’t as 
sUccessFUl?

a: When session ends, the govern-

ment affairs staff begins sched-

uling OneVoice taskforce meetings to 

review the issues passed during session, 

those that were not addressed and any 

new issues of importance. Ten taskforces 

meet three or four times each between 

the last week of June and the first week of 

august to identify and prioritize. In their 

final meetings, they vote on the top three 

state and top three federal items specific 

to that taskforce. These top items will 

then move on to the Regional Legislative 

Summit aug. 28, where all ten taskforces 

will join a larger group to discuss these 

top priorities and define the top 10 state 

and federal agendas for the 2014 session. 

Many of the items that can’t be classi-

fied as “fully achieved” during a session 

remain a priority for the Tulsa region in 

subsequent years. again, the legislative 

process can oftentimes be slow; our goal 

is to make sure legislators and the gover-

nor know the items that are a top priority 

for the Tulsa region and that these issues 

stay in front of them. 

Q: How can tUlsans 
Get InVolVeD wItH tHe 
oneVoIce Process?

a: I would suggest joining one of the 

taskforces, or more than one, to 

get involved at the beginning of the pro-

cess. anyone can serve on a taskforce, 

and this is really where the work is done 

in shaping the issues the Chamber will 

lobby for in the upcoming year. to sign 

up for a task force, email ericPollard@ 

tulsachamber.com or call 918.560.0253. 

regiOnal legislative summit
aug. 28  |  Doubletree by Hilton

register online at tulsachamber.com

OnevOice taskfOrces
Business Retention and expansion

Development, economy and Taxes

education

energy and environment

Health Care

Labor and Human Resources

Regional Tourism

Small Business

Transportation and Infrastructure

Business & environmental Resources
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Tulsa’s forward 
momentum  
focus of Day  
at the capitol
The 2013 Tulsa Regional Day at the 

Capitol proved to be a productive day 

of advocacy as a large group traveled to 

Oklahoma City to meet with legislators 

and share their top priorities for the 

session. Regional partners, municipalities and 

local leaders traveled with the Chamber for 

the region’s annual day at the Capitol, where 

attendees heard from a number of speakers and 

shared top OneVoice issues. 

Tulsa’s forward momentum was a recurring issue in the leg-

islators’ comments, including Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb, who called for 

more events such as the Bassmaster Classic to be held in north-

east Oklahoma.

“Whether you like to fish or you hate to fish, it was great to 

have the Bassmaster Classic in Tulsa, in your hotels and in your 

restaurants,” Lamb said. 

The Classic, held in February 2013, brought more than 

106,000 attendees and roughly $26 million in economic impact 

to the region.

State Finance Secretary Preston 

Doerflinger commended the Chamber for its work in the region, 

saying when he began commuting between Tulsa and Oklahoma 

City, he was envious of the vibe felt as he entered Oklahoma City. 

“Thanks to the Tulsa Chamber, Tulsa has a vibe now, too,” Do-

erflinger said. “We have an energy and it makes me so excited for 

the future.”

The day’s speakers also included Senate Pro Tempore Brian 

Bingman, who stressed the importance of workers’ compensation 

reform, and Speaker of the House T.W. Shannon, who focused on 

three items he feels will have the greatest impact on Oklahoma’s 

future: increased quality job training, infrastructure improvements 

and a focus on economic development.

to read a full recap of the tulsa regional Day at the capitol,  

go to tulsachamber.com and visit the Government affairs 

news section.

A free resource for small businesses & entrepreneurs.
SourceLink Tulsa provides:

 » Easy access to a large network of service providers 

 » A comprehensive schedule of entrepreneurial education 
opportunities and events 

 » A library of how-to guides, checklists, online resources and other 
valuable materials

Connect with us:
 » Call 918•560•0275 or toll-free at 

888•4•BIZ•411 (888•424•9411)

 » Go online to SourceLinkTulsa.com

GoVerNmeNt
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archiVes

From our archives 1923-1979
in 1923, a group of veterans of the early oil boom held a reunion at tulsa’s new convention center. they met again 

in 1924, 1925 and 1927, by which time the growing convention had spilled out into the streets. the Chamber was 

asked to assume management to make the event an exposition, and the “international Petroleum exposition” 

(iPe), which the Chamber housed at the fairgrounds, was held at intervals of three or four years from 1928 to 

1979. it became one of the largest trade shows in the world. the golden driller statue and the fairgrounds’ huge 

expo Building are relics of the Petroleum exposition. 
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membershiP

HIGHLIGHT:  
the chamber’s first members
who were some oF the First tulsa-area comPaNies to joiN the chamber? 
each issue, we hiGhliGht our loNGest-staNDiNG members.

Mrs. DeHaVen’s Flower sHoP
why has Mrs. DeHaven’s believed in investing 
in the chamber since 1937?  
We are always proud to say that Mrs. DeHaven’s Flower Shop is the oldest 

member of the Tulsa Chamber! In a day and age where many businesses 

do not meet their five-year anniversary, we are very proud to have cel-

ebrated 107 years. The Chamber has always been very supportive of our 

business. We have been blessed in countless opportunities to network 

and participate in programs to assist us in the ‘day-to-day’ running of the 

business. On any economic concerns whether on a local or national level, 

I always feel like the Chamber is there to assist us. In an ever-changing 

business world, I have always felt like the Chamber is a powerful ally.

How does your company strive to improve 
and contribute to the tulsa community? 
I feel very blessed to be the owner of a “Tulsa icon” and the oldest flower 

shop in Oklahoma. With that definitely comes a civic responsibility. We 

certainly desire to give back to the community in any way possible. Like 

most small businesses, we have a very small annual donation budget that 

we use to support local nonprofit organizations. Since that only goes so 

far, we strive to support the community in other ways. We feel a very 

strong pull toward the artistic community. 

Three years ago we started an art show every fall. This has since 

grown tremendously. We invite up to 25 local artists, free of charge, to set 

up at our location and sell their work. This event is also free to the com-

munity. We also commission one of those local artists to produce an oil 

painting of our historic storefront. a promotional item is then developed 

and a portion of all proceeds from the sale of that item benefits a charity 

that we have partnered with. 

We also like to give back in sharing our rich history. This business has 

a lot to say after 107 years. It has witnessed the two World Wars, the De-

pression, Women’s Suffrage, The Civil Rights Movement, a man walking 

on the moon and many presidential inaugurations. Countless celebrities 

have shopped with us over the years! Whether by written history or by 

photographs, our heritage is one that we joyously share. 

In about two sentences, describe the 
company’s goals and mission.
Our mission for the past 107 years has been pretty simple: to celebrate 

life’s events with flowers! We have been present for weddings, births and 

deaths. It is truly an honor to celebrate life’s joys, and sometimes sorrows, 

with our beloved customers.  

mrs. Dehaven’s Flower shop

mrs. Dehaven’s Flower shop, Present-day
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march vOlunteer Of the mOnth 

marvin D. Krueger, Melaleuca, Inc.

aPril vOlunteer Of the mOnth 

ron benton, Rove Pest Control Inc. of Oklahoma

QuOta masters

Kimberly alsobrooks, Holiday Inn Tulsa City Center

casey bacon, Tulsa Federal Credit Union

chris barton, Osage Casino

brett benge, ChartMark Investments, Inc.

amanda brown, Tulsa Direct Mail, Inc.

ron benton, Rove Pest Control Inc. of Oklahoma

Kent brown, Eagleton Brown Investment Group

Kirk Davidson, Davidson Maintenance Service

Donna Davis, Bumgarner Asset Management, LLC 

jason Dieckman, Bank of the Wichitas Mortgage Co.

orlando Dumalag, Orlando & Associates, Realtors

janna eremita, Employees Federal Credit Union

ami Frazier, EasyTEL Communications, Inc.

tommy harris, Northwestern Mutual

martha hood, Sam’s Club #8263

Vicki hidde, Resume Source, Inc.

matt inouye, IMG Bookkeeping and Consulting

Deb Karstens, Home Creations

joy Kelly, SpiritBank

meschell Klinglesmith, Career Point College

marvin Krueger, Melaleuca, Inc.

ashley Neighbors-massey, Java Dave’s Executive  

Coffee Service 

carl Novara, Farmers Insurance  

*Novara Insurance Agency

whitney Parker, Arthritis Foundation – Eastern  

Oklahoma Chapter

Nicole Payne, AppleOne Employment

lisa waterman, Waterman Insurance

robert h. white, Plan Benefit Analysts of Tulsa, Inc.

Zach willoughby, Blue Sky Supply

We
our VoluNteers

tulsachamber.com 
uNdergoeS major revamP,  

new site launched
the tulsa regional Chamber constantly strives to identify ways to 

provide return on investment to its members, maintaining a focus on 

their needs and priorities while exploring new or exciting tools that 

enhance the Chamber-member relationship and boost engagement. 

to that end, the Chamber recently identified a need for a greater 

digital presence, including a new, user-friendly tulsaChamber.com.

“our members are always our top-most priority,” said mike 

Neal, president and Ceo of the tulsa regional Chamber. “we want 

them to be engaged in what the Chamber is doing to service them 

and how our partnerships in the tulsa region are creating a better 

place for our businesses and families.”

as the digital age clearly impacts the everyday lives of tulsans, 

it was important the Chamber create a strong presence online.

“we wanted to be sure you could go to tulsaChamber.com and 

find any bit of information you may need,” Neal said. “this new site 

is more focused on fresh, up-to-date content that better allows 

us to share what we’re doing with our stakeholders. there’s also 

a stronger presence for our members to share their own exciting 

news, their own events and enhance their directory information.”

the user-friendly nature of the site will allow tulsaChamber.

com visitors to easily access contact information for staff, down-

load a PdF or brochure, read the latest happenings of the Cham-

ber, view event photos and much more. 

the new tulsaChamber.com’s structure provides a cleaner, 

more modern feel while maintaining the breadth of content and 

information. the responsive design of the site now allows that 

content and information to refresh and move freely to allow the 

most up-to-date items priority placement, and makes the site eas-

ily viewed on any browser or mobile device. 

“it’s a really cool site,” Neal said. “we’re excited to see how the 

general public reacts to the new design, and how our members 

utilize the new tools available to them.”

Go to tulsachamber.com to see more.
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CHaMBeR MeMBeRS  
aRe oPen FOR  

BUsIness
Thank you to our members who agreed to be 

photographed recently for Tulsa Regional Chamber 

promotional materials. They turned out so well, we 

wanted to share some of them in this issue. Those 

included in this publication represent just a few 

who welcomed us into their businesses this spring. 

each is proving Tulsa is “Open for Business.”

1

4

2

5

3

membershiP



membershiP

1. JessIka M. tate
Tate Law Firm

2. Pete Patel
Promise Hotels

3. tonI Garner
Toni’s Flowers

4. Mark HelMer anD JoHn rUPe Jr.
naI Petrous and Rupe Building Company

5. nIcole sMallwooD
Tropical Smoothie Café

6. tHeresa leFlore
Lolli & Pops

7. eDDIe reID
Hesselbein Tire of Oklahoma

8. lIsa rIley
Pinot’s Palette

9. BrIan Mckenney  
anD MarIo PaDIlla
Monterey’s Little Mexico

10. GIles GreGory
Whiskey Business

11. Jayne exon
Jayne exon Designs

12. reGGIe IVey
Tulsa City-County Health Department

6

7

9

10 11

12

8
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How long have you been a small  
business owner? 

During college and graduate school, I got into small busi-

ness out of necessity. I was a musician, booking gigs, making 

records, and collecting money – doing my best to offset ex-

penses for books, student loans, and an out-of-control record 

collection (while working for minimum wage, washing dishes in 

the dining hall). I started Blooming Twig Books in 2005, when I 

saw an incredible need and opportunity for indie alternatives to 

mainstream book publishers.

what are the greatest challenges 
associated with small business 
ownership?

I love my job. The work is incredibly rewarding. Getting the 

chance to hang out with business owners, motivational speak-

ers, coaches, athletes, academics, and celebrities is always a 

blast. But what makes it all worthwhile is that I have the chance 

to see my clients transform into thought leaders. Then, I get to 

sit back and watch them shape the world around them – and I 

can say that I had some hand in that. It’s not about the ROI for 

me. It’s about the change that my authors are able to make in 

their world. 

what do you find most rewarding about 
operating a small business?

Working with my staff. They have a heart for our students and 

they truly want to see them succeed. I also like knowing that 

my efforts make a difference. The harder I work, the more suc-

cessful I will be. 

what advice would you give to any 
would-be small business owners 
considering starting a business in the 
tulsa area?

When I was young, everyone told me that I had to choose a 

hat: scientist, teacher, musician, athlete, or businessman. I never 

was able to decide what I liked best, so I decided not to choose. 

I still wear many hats, and I love it. I think everyone has the 

ability to follow his/her dream. (Just don’t take out too many 

loans.) My best advice is to reach out to the incredible business 

owners around Tulsa. after moving in the past few years from 

new york, it is amazing to me how willing fellow business own-

ers are to reach out a hand of encouragement. Tulsa is the place 

to be for small business. 

what have you experienced through  
your involvement with the small  
Business council?

It’s often lonely “at the top.” I enjoy my work with authors, 

writers, editors, designers, and all the rest, but it’s sometimes 

really nice to meet fellow entrepreneurs and business owners, 

and share stories and anecdotes about our day-to-day opera-

tion, work, and lives. It’s also incredible to see what an impact 

our little council has on the greater Oklahoma area in terms of 

policy, laws, and economic growth. It’s very exciting, and I hope 

to be involved long into the future. 

SPOTLIGHT:

small Business council

kent  
gustavsOn

blooming twig 
books

small 
busiNess

“ I love my job. The work is incredibly rewarding. 

Getting the chance to hang out with business 

owners, motivational speakers, coaches, athletes, 

academics, and celebrities is always a blast.”
— keNt guStavSoN
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ecoNomY

ask the 
econoMIst
Q: What is the impact of the oil  
and gas industry on northeastern Oklahoma?

a: Bob Ball, economist and economic 
research manager, Tulsa Regional Chamber

Tulsa is no longer called the “Oil Capital of the World” as it was in the early part of the twen-

tieth century, but the oil and gas industry has never gone away despite efforts to diversify 

after the collapse of oil prices in the mid-1980s. although Tulsa lost 25,000 jobs in years 

2009 and 2010, the loss could have been much greater had not oil-and-gas industry activity 

been strong and oil prices high. Tulsa’s oil and gas sector is alive and well, providing jobs in 

headquarters, subsidiaries and stand-alone operations working in drilling, extraction, well 

servicing, pipeline distribution and equipment manufacturing. The Tulsa Regional Chamber 

and its partners across the Tulsa region have dubbed Tulsa “a World Class energy City,” a 

name well-deserved for the hub of an industry network of more than 24,000 jobs.

“Oil and Gas” as defined as the drilling for and extraction of oil and gas, pipeline trans-

portation, the manufacture of well-servicing equipment and oil and gas well services, ac-

counts for 5.6 percent of all non-farm employment in the Tulsa 11-county area. Key points 

related to the oil and gas sector in the Tulsa 11-county area are:

»» every 10 employees in oil and gas support 23 additional employees in the local 

economy, 9.5 of whom work in industries that directly supply resources to the oil and 

gas industry.

»» every dollar earned by employees in oil and gas supports the earning of an additional 

$1.08 elsewhere in the Tulsa-area economy. 

»» each job in oil and gas contributes $391,661 to gross product of the 11-county region.

»» each dollar of production in Tulsa-area oil and gas supports an additional $0.55 of 

production of goods and services elsewhere in the 11-county region.

»» One year’s activity in Tulsa-region oil and gas supports total sales tax of $361.2 mil-

lion, $170.3 million of which is local, and total property tax of $194.8 million.

Tulsa oil and gas employment is 4.3 times more concentrated compared to the indus-

try overall in the u.S., an indication that Tulsa is an important region for growing the u.S. 

oil and gas industry. 

Tulsa’s cost-of-doing business is nearly 17 percent below the u.S. average and supports 

the 6.1-percent year-over-year growth that goods-producing industries are experiencing 

now and the 4.9-percent growth projected through 2017. accounting for nearly 10 per-

cent of all good-producing employment in the 11-county region, Tulsa oil and gas should 

grow steadily with the goods-producing industries of manufacturing and construction. 

have a question for the “ask the economist” column? 
email  bobball@tulsachamber.com with “ask the economist” in the subject line.

 Impacttype employment total economic Impact

 Direct effect 24,675 $9,664,244,113

 Indirect effect 23,550 $2,923,827,704

 Induced effect 33,504 $2,410,608,093

 Total effect 81,729 $14,998,679,910

taylor Forge 
constructs new 
tulsa facility, 
plans workforce 
expansion

Taylor Forge engineered 

Systems is marking its 

expansion in the Gas 

Processing and Heat 

Transfer business with 

construction of a new 

manufacturing center in 

Tulsa. The company plans 

to expand its workforce 

as part of its strategy for 

continued growth.

Taylor Forge is in the process 

of applying for the State of Okla-

homa’s Quality Jobs incentive, and 

plans to add as many as 100 em-

ployees at its new facility. Planned 

to be open at Cherokee Industrial 

Park in north Tulsa by September, 

the manufacturing center will fo-

cus on process and heat transfer 

packages. 

“Our region’s thriving manufac-

turing sector continues to grow, 

and we are very pleased to wel-

come industry leader Taylor Forge 

to northeast Oklahoma,” said Tulsa 

Regional Chamber President and 

CeO Mike neal. “Taylor Forge will 

be an excellent addition to the Tul-

sa region business community, and 

we look forward to a continued 

partnership with this outstanding 

company.” 
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tulsa’s Future economic development 
plan bolsters state economy 
The Tulsa region is integral to Oklahoma’s economic success, with the Tulsa Regional Chamber-

led Tulsa’s Future plan playing a leading role in the state’s economic development. That’s what 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin, business leaders and regional elected officials had to say at the annual 

meeting for the Tulsa’s Future economic development initiative april 15. 

Tulsa’s Future contributed to the an-

nouncement of 3,503 new jobs in north-

east Oklahoma in 2012. More than 2,400 of 

those jobs were above the initiative’s target 

annual income of $50,000 or greater.

Gov. Fallin lauded the accomplishments 

of Tulsa’s Future, emphasizing the role the 

Tulsa region plays in the state’s economic 

development efforts.

“Oklahoma is recognized as a na-

tional leader in job creation and economic 

 

development, and the Tulsa area is playing 

an integral role in helping our state main-

tain that distinction. Successful regional 

partnerships, such as Tulsa’s Future, are 

a key component in our continued eco-

nomic growth.”

The Tulsa region’s economic devel-

opment accomplishments would not be 

possible without the many partners that 

participate as Tulsa’s Future investors, 

Tulsa Regional Chamber President and 

CeO Mike neal said, citing major economic 

development successes and continued 

economic progress in the region as exam-

ples of the Tulsa’s Future plan’s momentum. 

“Tulsa’s Future is a catalyst for regional 

economic development and will provide far-

reaching benefits that will serve our area for 

many years to come,” said Stuart Solomon, 

Tulsa’s Future Oversight Committee Chair 

and President and COO of Public Service 

Company of Oklahoma. “We are strength-

ening our region’s position to compete for 

jobs, for people and for capital investment.” 

Brien 

thOrstenBerg

VP // economic 

Development

tHorstenBerG naMeD VP  
oF econoMIc DeVeloPMent 
The Tulsa Regional Chamber has named Brien Thorstenberg its new vice president of economic 

development replacing Justin McLaughlin, who recently assumed the role of senior vice president. 

Thorstenberg, formerly director of business and economic development for the Muskogee City-

County Port authority, joined the Chamber staff effective May 20. Thorstenberg has been a stead-

fast partner in the Tulsa’s Future regional economic development plan and has worked with the 

Chamber to attract businesses and bolster job creation in northeast Oklahoma. 

Thorstenberg began employment with the Muskogee City-County Port authority in February 

2012. In Muskogee, he championed industry expansions and a community visioning project to move 

the community forward. Previously, Thorstenberg served as vice president of development of the ardmore Devel-

opment authority for nine years.
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The Tulsa Regional Chamber 

promoted Justin McLaughlin 

to the role of senior vice 

president of economic 

development. He replaces 

Jim Fram, who resigned 

from the role effective april 

26 to accept the position of 

president and CeO of the 

Greater Hot Springs Chamber 

of Commerce. Justin has 

served as vice president of 

economic development for the 

Tulsa Regional Chamber since 

2009. 

Justin holds the distinguished title of 

CecD, certified economic developer, from 

the International economic Development 

Council. He is also a graduate of the u.S. 

Chamber Institute for Organizational Man-

agement program at the university of 

arizona. He holds a bachelor of business 

administration-finance from the university 

of Central Oklahoma.

CHaMBeR 
naMeS neW  

sVP of economic 
development 

SOCIaLLy speaking…
@alibuffer: Tulsa bound for the 2013 @TulsaChamber 

Resource Campaign kickoff

@fowwow: pumped for the 5/15 event on “stimulating 

downtown development through the arts!” thanks @aHCTulsa 

& @TulsaChamber! 

@lanterncamps: Proud to be listed as a new member with 

the @TulsaChamber!

@ltGovtoddlamb: always great to speak at @TulsaChamber Day at the Capitol. 

Twitpic.com/ck17q3

@repFranklucas: I just met with the @TulsaChamber and discussed issues 

important to their city. It was a pleasure visiting with them. Pic.twitter.com/

g47nkz4C0v

@Midwesttraveled: Sending a colleague out to visit @visittulsa and @Visitokc to 

find great stuff for us to cover in @MidwestLiving. Where should she go?

cHaMBer: Tulsa was ranked fourth-best city to start a 

business by nerdWallet this week. Shout out to The Forge 

Tulsa, Tulsa’s young Professionals’ business incubator, and to all 

our small business members. you picked the right place!

according to our records, Public Service Company of 

Oklahoma (PSO) has been a Partner In education since 1984 – 

just one year after the program launched in Tulsa. Do you know 

of any companies who have partnered with a TPS site for the entire 30 years?

tyPros: Congrats to 2012 Chair Kate Hoback and 2014 Chair Isaac Rocha for 

being recognized as two of Oklahoma Magazine’s 40 under 40. We’re grateful for 

such fantastic leadership at TyPros. you make T-Town terrific!

Thrilled to be mentioned as a “best practice” for communities needing to increase 

yP opportunities – check out yesterday’s Market Street Report which mentions 

TyPros next Gen Leadership Crew’s Board Intern Program and TyPros Business 

Development Crew’s Bring It To Tulsa. awesome!

tsc: It’s about to get very busy again in our offices. Mark your calendar for these 

great events: uSa Volleyball June 14 and 15, Strike night June 18, aC Milan July 

12-14. and, don’t forget to register early for the Tulsa Run, set for Oct. 26!

Downtown: Downtown will be bustling with activity next month as it welcomes 

Mayfest and the Blue Dome arts Festival. art and entertainment of all sorts will be 

featured at these exciting events.

Visittulsa: Tulsa ranks in top 10 pet-friendly cities by Priceline.com. Book your 

spring vacation to our furry friend-loving town now. need help? Go to VisitTulsa.

com or call 800.588.3311.

Justin 
mclaughlin

sVP // economic 

Development
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RIVeR SPIRIT annOunCeS  

$250 MIllIon 
MaRGaRITaVILLe exPanSIOn

The Muscogee (Creek) nation is expanding its river 

spirit casino and entering into a partnership with Mar-

garitaville to open a 22-story hotel along the arkansas 

River. expansion plans call for a 500-room hotel tower, 

new casino, restaurant, pool-bar area, theater, event 

center and more – all bearing Jimmy Buffet’s Margari-

taville brand.  

The project’s size and scope is significant as it will 

generate approximately 800 new full-time jobs at the 

resort, and it will have a combined annual economic 

impact of $135.4 million. The annual payroll for the new 

jobs is estimated to be $38 million. 

The answer is two-fold: premier health 

care is a key component of a healthy 

community but it is also integral to Tulsa’s 

healthy economy. 

“Tulsa’s largest industries are aero-

space, energy, manufacturing and health 

care,” said Susan Harris, senior vice presi-

dent of education and workforce at the 

Tulsa Regional Chamber. “Health care is 

often overlooked as an economic driver 

but it is undoubtedly related to business. 

More than 30,000 people are employed by 

the health care industry in Tulsa.”

according to Tulsa MSa statistics, 

health care employment increased by 1.6 

percent from 2007 to 2012; that figure is 

forecast to increase by 3.1 percent by 2017, 

although the needs of the community are 

expected to increase exponentially.

The Tulsa Regional Chamber’s One-

Voice legislative agenda includes health 

care items year after year. In 2013, one item 

supports continued funding for gradu-

ate medical education, which will ensure 

growth of residency programs in Oklahoma.

“Seventy percent of residents will 

practice within 100 miles of their resi-

dency,” said Harris, “which means that we 

need residency opportunities in Tulsa to 

encourage our talented workforce to stay 

in the region.”

The increase of residencies and phy-

sicians is specifically important as Tulsa, 

along with the nation, faces the looming 

“Silver Tsunami,” which depicts the health 

care situation as baby boomers begin 

to retire and have increased health care 

needs. as these needs increase, Tulsa will 

see a decrease in physicians as they, too, 

retire; currently 41 percent of Oklahoma 

physicians are 55 years or older. Ranking 

49th in the nation in physicians-per-cap-

ita, it is imperative the Tulsa health care 

industry grow significantly.

 a second item supported by the 

Chamber is small business health care re-

forms, which will enable small businesses 

to keep down health insurance premium 

costs and increase the number of insured 

employees. This effort benefits individuals 

in the community and business-owners, 

all while strengthening the Tulsa economy. 

why do we care?
as the premier principal business-driven leadership organization 

the Chamber’s mission is to improve the quality of community life 

through the development of regional economic prosperity, but 

where does health care fit in?

look iNSide 
the issues

The Tulsa Regional Chamber 

hosts a number of HealtH care 

ForUMs throughout the year. 

Forums are free and open to the 

public; upcoming events are listed 

on TulsaChamber.com. To be 

included on the email invitation 

list for health care forums, email 

program coordinator Joanna Slyter 

at joannaslyter@TulsaChamber.com. 
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chamber 
strives for 

sustainability
last summer the chamber’s 

internal staff “Green team” began 

to improve the organization’s 

sustainability efforts with a 

staff survey to benchmark the 

knowledge of sustainability, 

followed by a trash audit conducted 

by tulsa’s Young Professionals 

sustainability crew members.

Styrofoam cups have been removed from 

the office completely, biodegradable or 

recycle-friendly kitchen products have 

been added, and board meeting packets 

are made available electronically instead of 

printed. Most staff members have personal 

paper recycling bins at their desks, and 

the break room and print room have larger 

recycling receptacles for paper, cardboard, 

plastic and a variety of metals.

The Chamber’s environmentally 

friendly changes are rooted in a desire to 

keep Tulsa healthy but the results, in the 

Chamber’s case, have been more than re-

ducing landfill waste. Representatives visit-

ing Tulsa for a potential conference or busi-

ness relocation have responded extremely 

positively to visible efforts at sustainability 

and view the Chamber’s office as a reflec-

tion of Tulsa as a whole.

The green team continues to promote 

sustainable practices in the office; plans for 

the upcoming year include a comprehen-

sive recycling center where staff can drop 

off uncommon recyclables such as batter-

ies and electronics. 

sUstaInaBIlIty ProGraM sPonsors

energy industry leaders 
travel tO tulsa fOr  
dug midcOntinent
VisitTulsa welcomed Hart energy to Tulsa in april. Hart energy, a leader 

in energy news, data, analysis and conferences for 30-plus years, hosted 

the latest in its successful series of DuG (Developing unconventionals) 

conferences at Renaissance Tulsa Hotel and Convention Center. 

The DuG Midcontinent conference 

addressed the early success of unconven-

tional drilling and completion technolo-

gies in the Mississippi Lime play region of 

north-central Oklahoma and South-

central Kansas, as well as other emerging 

Midcontinent plays.

Despite being in its first year, the con-

ference has already developed a reputa-

tion as a key place for dialogue around 

the Mississippi Lime. exhibitor space sold 

out within the first day of announcing the 

conference and while attendance was ini-

tially estimated at 400, the final number 

of attendees proved to be well more than 

1,000. With the success of this year’s con-

ference, Hart energy has already commit-

ted to bringing the DuG Midcontinent to 

Tulsa again in 2014. 

“We were thrilled to host Hart ener-

gy’s DuG Midcontinent conference. Con-

ferences such as this continually increase 

awareness of our region’s premier facili-

ties. as a result, our region’s presence as 

a destination for tourists and business 

travelers across the nation grows, and in 

turn, our economy grows and prospers,” 

said Ray Hoyt, senior vice president of Vi-

sitTulsa and the Tulsa Sports Commission.

Bringing the DuG Midcontinent to 

Tulsa was a partnership of the Chamber 

and the City of Tulsa. 

“We were invited by VisitTulsa 

and Mayor Bartlett to bring our DuG 

conference series to Tulsa, 

and we were very happy to 

accept,” said Rich eichler, 

CeO of Hart energy. “Tulsa 

is a hotbed for unconven-

tional oil and gas production 

with the Mississippi Lime, and 

with Hart energy being a lead-

er covering unconventional 

resource activity and technol-

ogy, attendees were able to hear 

firsthand from the key players 

who are operating in this region.”

The conference brought more than 

two dozen industry leaders as speakers. 

among those were local leaders Pierce 

norton, executive vice president, com-

mercial, OneOK and OneOK Partners, 

and Steve antry, chairman and CeO, 

eagle energy of Oklahoma LLC. 

In addition to its impact on the Tulsa 

region’s tourism and convention market, 

Chamber and City leaders believe bringing 

these key players to Tulsa will increase the 

visibility of the region’s energy industry. 

“The Chamber has identified energy 

as a target sector for its economic devel-

opment efforts,” said Justin McLaughlin, 

senior vice president of economic devel-

opment for the Tulsa Regional Chamber. 

“The energy industry is vitally important 

for our region, bringing countless jobs and 

an economic impact of more than $10 bil-

lion annually.”

Tulsa Mayor Dewey Bartlett agreed 

the event was a win for Tulsa’s energy 

sector. 

“events such as the DuG Midconti-

nent conference help increase the vis-

ibility of Tulsa as a top-tier city in the 

energy sector, and bring energy profes-

sionals from across the region and coun-

try to Tulsa for enhanced educational, 

professional development and business 

opportunities.”

ecoNomic 
DeVeloPmeNt
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tyPros Hosts 
successful Street CReD event
Tulsa’s young Professionals’ third annual Street CReD brought approximately 1,000 

people to 36th Street north and north Peoria in april to learn about community 

needs for updated transit and increased accessibility to healthy foods. The 

opportunities for development were highlighted by simulating proposed bus routes 

and providing farmer’s market-style grocery vendors.

“Street CReD can only be successful if people attend and 

learn about the opportunities in our underserved communi-

ties in Tulsa,” said Hillary Parkhurst, 2013 TyPros chair. “I am 

overwhelmed by the turnout and hope the awareness brings 

about sustainable development in north Star.”

a representative from the City of Tulsa Small area Plan set 

up a booth sharing PlaniTulsa’s vision for 36th Street north. 

additionally representatives from InCOG traveled on the trol-

lies to share information about upgrading the transit system 

on the Peoria corridor to Bus Rapid Transit, which would de-

crease travel-time and increase accessibility.

“north Star is ripe for development,” said Brian Paschal, 

executive director of Tulsa’s young Professionals. “It’s 10 

minutes from downtown, the zoo, Cherry Street, the airport, 

Gilcrease Museum and more. We hope this event highlights 

opportunities and that business developers choose to open 

shop in this community.”

Street CReD also showcased local entertainers, vendors, 

food trucks, community partners and children’s events. 

Presenting sponsors were Crafton Tull and Kline Tools. 

Gold sponsors were DJ JB Smoove, Cyntergy aeC, Green 

acre Sod, Osage Casino and Selser Schaefer architects.

tYPros



TuLSaCHaMBeR.COM  |  THe CHaMBeR RePORT    19

eDucatioN

Chamber celebrates  
30 years of Partners  

In education,  
awards top partners

The Tulsa Regional Chamber celebrated with Tulsa Public 

Schools administrators and Tulsa businesses and organizations 

on Thursday, May 9 at the Partners In education Recognition 

Reception. The annual reception highlights the work of all 

partners and honors 12 with distinctive awards, including 

Outstanding Small Business Partner and the Dedicated 

Partnership award.

nancy McDonald, a long-time edu-

cation activist in Tulsa, was the keynote 

speaker for the event and, unbeknownst 

to her, the recipient of the coveted Chit-

tom Challenge award. The award is named 

for Mike Chittom who wholly dedicated 

himself to the students, faculty and staff 

at Celia Clinton elementary for more than 

a decade; the recipient of the award must 

show tireless commitment to enhance the 

educational environment of Tulsa’s stu-

dents. McDonald has undoubtedly shown 

tireless commitment as she was integral 

in launching Partners In education 30 

years ago when she worked at Tulsa Public 

Schools and she continues to volunteer for 

the program.

Chamber staff went on a quest this 

year to find the longest-standing partner 

to honor and thank for their service over 

the past 30 years and found Public Service 

Company of Oklahoma began its partner-

ships in 1984, just one year after the pro-

gram began. PSO was honored with an 

inaugural PSO Public Service Partnership 

award.

additiOnal Partners 
in educatiOn award 
reciPients

Partner oF tHe year  
Helmerich & Payne,  
Wright elementary

PrIncIPal oF excellence  
tasha Johnson,  
Gilcrease elementary

ValUaBle  
InVestMent awarD  
wPx energy,  
Hawthorne elementary

oUtstanDInG sMall  
BUsIness Partner  
yankee Distributing,  
Mitchell elementary

oUtstanDInG FaItH-BaseD  
Partner (sMall conGreGatIon) 
carbondale church of christ,  
Remington elementary

oUtstanDInG FaItH-BaseD  
Partner (larGe conGreGatIon) 
First United Methodist church,  
Clinton Middle School

oUtstanDInG DIstrIct Partner 
camp Fire,  
Mark Twain elementary

DeDIcateD PartnersHIP awarD  
First Presbyterian church,  
emerson elementary

cHaMPIons awarD  
lInks,  
Gilcrease elementary

awarD For excellence  
John calvin Presbyterian church,  
Skelly elementary

1 9 8 3  -  2 0 1 3

Celebrating

Years

Partner»of»the»Year,»helmerich»&»PaYne»(Pictured»from»l»to»r:»tPS»SuPerintendent»

dr.»Keith»Ballard;»John»Bell,»vP»of»human»reSourceS»at»helmerich»&»PaYne;»SuSan»

harriS,»the»chamBer’S»Senior»vice»PreSident»of»education»and»worKforce;»and»

PartnerS»in»education»Steering»committee»chair»miKe»millS.)
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Discover the  
tUlsa soUnD
BroUGHt to yoU By VIsIttUlsa

It’s been described as something you’ll know when you hear, a 

laid-back blend of blues- and country-influenced rock and roll that 

began in the 1950s and 60s, and reached its pinnacle with artists 

such as Leon Russell. For decades, the “Tulsa Sound” has defined 

a musical generation that left its mark on pop culture and sparked 

a vibrant music scene in Tulsa that continues today.

This summer the local artists who are 

creating today’s Tulsa sound will fan out 

across the metro in local clubs and bars, 

before coming together for strings of per-

formances in an abundance of summer 

concert series. So before you make plans 

for a summer vacation elsewhere, consider 

some opportunities to stay at home and 

discover today’s Tulsa sound.

On Thursday nights beginning May 23, 

utica Square will be filled with musical tal-

ent as it hosts its 22nd annual Summer’s 

Fifth night. The free outdoor concerts 

will take place 7-9 p.m., every Thursday 

through the end of august. With bands 

and artists ranging in style from pop and 

R&B to Red Dirt country and Dixieland, lo-

cal musicians will bring a variety of sounds 

to the square.

Downtown’s new urban park and per-

formance space, Guthrie Green, will also be 

hosting several free concerts. Since open-

ing last year, the venue has already become 

a hotspot for local and regional musicians. 

Bands take the stage the first Friday of 

every month in conjunction with the Brady 

arts District’s First Friday art Crawl. Con-

certs featuring an eclectic mix of local art-

ists with original music are also scheduled 

throughout the summer on weekend after-

noons and evenings.

For an outdoor concert set against 

the backdrop of the arkansas River, check 

out Starlight Concerts held at Tulsa’s only 

floating stage, the River West Festival 

amphitheater. For decades, the stage has 

played host to a variety of music. Starlight 

Concerts this summer will feature concert 

bands and jazz orchestras. The grassy hill-

side and stadium-style steps make it the 

perfect venue for a blanket picnic and fun 

with the family.

In addition to these Tulsa traditions, the 

new outdoor concert series every music 

lover can’t miss this summer is the Center of 

the universe Festival set for July 19-20. The 

festival is named for the mysterious “center 

of the universe” marker on the Boston av-

enue pedestrian bridge, where passersby 

who stand directly in the center of a 30-inch 

cement circle on the ground will notice a 

strange echoing and vibrating sound to their 

voice, which only they can hear. 

Contrary to the nature of its name, the 

Center of the universe Festival is sure to  
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bring sound that everyone can hear, 

featuring more than 70 local, regional and 

national bands.  The festival will include 

two outdoor stages where general ad-

mission is free: a main stage located near 

north Main and easton, across from Cain’s 

Ballroom, with a second stage at Guthrie 

Green. The stages will host headliners 

OneRepublic and neon Trees fronted by 

other nationally known acts. The main 

stages will be open Friday and Satur-

day evening from 5 to 11 p.m., and then 

selected emerging artists 

from across the region and 

country will play in Brady 

arts District bars and clubs 

for more intimate perfor-

mances until close.

But outdoor venues 

aren’t the only opportu-

nity to check out the Tulsa 

Sound. True to its reputa-

tion, Tulsa offers a variety of venues for 

listeners. From one-of-a-kind, intimate ex-

periences at places like the historic Cain’s 

Ballroom to the roar and excitement of an 

arena crowd at the BOK Center, there are 

dozens of hot spots around the region to 

take in a performance.  

Wherever you go in and around Tulsa 

this summer, there’s sure to be a local band 

nearby. So stop, take a moment to listen, 

and discover today’s Tulsa sound.

lIsten UP
There’s a reason why Livability.com 

ranked Tulsa as the ninth best place for 

live music in 2012. It has some of the best 

local talent in the music industry and this 

summer there’ll be plenty of opportu-

nities to soak up the sound at outdoor 

concerts.

For outdoor performance schedules:

sUMMer’s FIFtH nIGHt 
uticaSquare.com

GUtHrIe Green 
GuthrieGreen.com

starlIGHt concerts 
StarlightBands.net

center oF tHe  
UnIVerse FestIVal
CenteroftheuniverseFestival.com
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tulsa sports commission 
celebrates opening of 
Mohawk soccer complex
The Tulsa Sports Commission gathered with Mayor Dewey Bartlett and other officials from the City of 

Tulsa recently to celebrate the grand opening of Mohawk Soccer Complex. The facility, located at 3500 

e. 56th St. n., was completed last year utilizing funds from Vision 2025 and Park Friends donations.

The new complex sits on 350 acres with 

17 soccer fields, playgrounds and shade 

structures as well as buildings for restrooms, 

concessions, tournament administration 

and locker rooms for referees. 

While the complex’s primary purpose 

is to attract national youth soccer tourna-

ments, the versatility of the fields will also 

lend to marketing for a wide variety of high 

school and college sports such as football, 

lacrosse and field hockey.

“not only will this state-of-the-art com-

plex attract more economic development 

opportunities for our city, but it keeps Tulsa 

at a competitive level with other cities to 

attract sports organizations and increase 

tourism dollars,” Bartlett said.

During the grand opening ceremony, 

Bartlett announced the City of Tulsa is work-

ing to partner with the Tulsa Sports Com-

mission to manage, market and promote 

the soccer complex. The Tulsa Parks & Rec-

reation Department will continue to handle 

the maintenance for the facility. 

“We’re thrilled to be considered for this 

partnership with the City of Tulsa to market 

this great new facility. Mohawk Soccer Com-

plex will be a key addition to the many as-

sets Tulsa has in attracting top level sporting 

events from around the country,” said Ray 

Hoyt, senior vice president of VisitTulsa and 

the Tulsa Sports Commission.

The complex has already played host 

to its first tournament. Blitz united Soc-

cer Club hosted the Friendship Cup at the 

facility in april. The tournament drew 150-

plus teams from surrounding states for a 

three-day competition. Tournaments such 

as the Friendship Cup are exactly the type 

the Tulsa Sports Commission would like to 

see more of, bringing in visitors from other 

communities. 

“The kind of youth sporting events this 

facility will draw can have a significant eco-

nomic impact. It is not just the kids coming; 

the parents, coaches and referees will all 

stay in our hotels, eat in our restaurants and 

visit our attractions,” Hoyt said. 

“ not only will this 

state-of-the-art 

complex attract more 

economic development 

opportunities for our 

city, but it keeps Tulsa at 

a competitive level with 

other cities to attract 

sports organizations and 

increase tourism dollars.”
— mayor dewey Bartlett
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Valet Parking at TUL
Drop off your car and pick it

up at the terminal doors.

6/30/2013

Real Valet Parking
$16 per day - Includes Tax.
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A NEW MOBILE
APP WITH YOU IN MIND

Our mobile app is available at no cost for iPhone and Android.
To download, text TULSA to 80802 or scan the QR code 

on-the-go member directory
special mobile offers and discounts
geo-location map to  nd members near you
member-to-member coupons and promotions
event registration, our latest news and more!
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to SPoNSor a New memBer, Call 918.560.0204

BoarD oF aDVIsors

Whirlpool Corporation 
7301 Whirlpool Dr.
Tulsa, OK 74117-1303
(918) 274-6000
www.whirlpoolcorp.com
MANUFACTURERS
Sponsored by: Ron Brown

4D Sales 
410 N. Main, Ste. K
Tulsa, OK 74103
(918) 499-8870
www.4DSales.com
MARKETING

AcquaGlass 
3233 S. Biringham Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74105
(918) 636-0097
www.acquaglass.net
GLASS BLOWING

Advanced Steel 
P. O. Box 9187
Tulsa, OK 74157-0187
(918) 445-0260
www.advancedsteelinc.com
MANUFACTURERS

Aircraft Inspection and Repair 
8735 S. Airport Way
Tulsa, OK 74132
(918) 296-0901
AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE

American Parkinson Disease 
Association — OK and Southern 
Kansas Chapter 
P.O. Box 3113
Broken Arrow, OK 74013
(918) 747-3747
www.apdaparkinson.org
ASSOCIATION

American-International 
Commodity Exports, LLC 
125 W. 3rd St., Ste. 4
Tulsa, OK 74103
(918) 924-5626
www.aicexports.com
IMPORTERS &/OR EXPORTERS 
 
Ann’s Bakery 
7 N. Harvard Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74115-8221
(918) 834-2345
www.annsbakery.com
BAKERY

ARC Printing 
7022 E. 41st St.
Tulsa, OK 74145
(918) 663-8100
www.e-arc.com
PRINTERS

Austin Bean 
2256 E. 7th St.
Tulsa, OK 74104
(918) 794-7020
www.austin-bean.com
ARCHITECTS

Baker Metal Source, LLC 
1215 W. Will Rogers Blvd.
Claremore, OK 74017
(918) 341-0099
STEEL FABRICATION

Benco Services, Inc. 
10026-A S. Mingo, #291
Tulsa, OK 74133
(918) 252-0597
www.okbenco.com
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

Best Well Services LLC 
5727 S. Lewis Ave., Ste. 550
Tulsa, OK 74105
(918) 392-9350
www.bestwell.com
OIL & GAS SERVICES
Sponsored by: Melissa Torkleson, 
Big Blast Fireworks

Black Sheep Custom  
Solutions, LLC 
13916 S. Nyssa Pl.
Glenpool, OK 74033
(405) 642-3182
www.blacksheepcustomsolutions.com
DRAFTING

Brandon Perkins Development 
2223 E. Skelly Dr. # 10
Tulsa, OK 74105-5913
(918) 747-5687
www.mynewlot.com
REAL ESTATE - DEVELOPERS 
 
Breakthrough Medical 
2511 E. 21st St.
Tulsa, OK 74114
(918) 779-7342
www.breakthroughpain.net
PHYSICIAN SERVICES

Business Resource Unlimited, Inc. 
8175 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145
(918) 641-5705
www.bruincacademy.org
BUSINESS CONSULTING/
SERVICES

Cascata 
8100 S. Mingo Rd.
Tulsa, OK 74133
(918) 505-3500
www.cascataapartmentstulsa.com
APARTMENT COMPLEX

Catoosa Tag Agency 
P.O. Box 146
Catoosa, OK 74015
(918) 266-6592
TAGS

Combat Krav Maga 
7237 S. 92nd E. Ave., #1
Tulsa, OK 74133
(877) 944-7025
www.combat-karvmaga.com
FITNESS

Docvia, LLC 
301 E. Archer St.
Tulsa, OK 74120
(918) 592-3722
www.docvia.com
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Environmental Resources 
P.O. Box 330169
Tulsa, OK 74133
(918) 496-0360
www.erwaterfilters.com
AIR/WATER FILTRATION SYSTEMS
Sponsored by: Rick Bahlinger, 
Runners Licensing

Expect 3 Marketing 
8155 E. 46th St.
Tulsa, OK 74145
(918) 409-2101
www.expect3.com
MARKETING 
 
FFO Home 
1400 E. Kenosha
Broken Arrow, OK 74012
(918) 251-1024
www.ffohome.com
FURNITURE DEALERS - RETAIL

FFO Home 
2010 S. Sheridan
Tulsa, OK 74112
(918) 835-1033
www.ffohome.com
FURNITURE DEALERS - RETAIL

Foursquare Insurance 
2651 E. 21st., Ste. 401
Tulsa, OK 74114
(918) 292-8888
www.foursquareinsurance.com
INSURANCE

Garnett Church of Christ Inc. 
12000 E. 31st St.
Tulsa, OK 74146
(918) 663-3000
www.garnettchurch.org
CHURCH

Gatesway 
1217 E. College
Broken Arrow, OK 74012-4011
(918) 259-3586
www.gatesway.org
SOCIAL SERVICE 
ORGANIZATION
Sponsored by: Mary Wade, 
Schnake Turnbo Frank PR

Gellco Clothing & Shoes, Inc. 
11327 E. 31st St.
Tulsa, OK 74146
(918) 437-9573
www.gellco.com
SAFETY EQUIPMENT/CLOTHING

Gellco Clothing & Shoes, Inc. 
2037 W. Houston
Broken Arrow, OK 74012
(918) 258-9970
www.gellco.com
SAFETY EQUIPMENT/CLOTHING

Gellco Clothing & Shoes, Inc. 
809 S. Detroit Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74120
(918) 583-8712
www.gellco.com
SAFETY EQUIPMENT/CLOTHING

Giles Environmental Services 
P.O. Box 1029
Inola, OK 74036
(918) 543-3763
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES



26    May / June 2013  

New 
members

Heritage Family Services, Inc. 
5110 S. Yale Ave., Ste. 525
Tulsa, OK 74135
(918) 491-6767
www.heritagefamilyservices.org
ADOPTION AGENCY

High Touch Technologies 
110 S. Main, #600
Wichita, KS 67226
(316) 462-4001
www.hightouchtechnologies.com
TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS

Insurica / JRJ Agency 
6846 S. Canton, Ste. 250
Tulsa, OK 74136
(918) 492-1777
www.insurica.com
INSURANCE

K.C. Auto Repair, Inc. 
6105 E. 21st St.
Tulsa, OK 74114
(918) 747-8435
AUTO REPAIR

Lantern Camps 
15 E. 5th St, Ste. 4022
Tulsa, OK 74103
(918) 289-4424
www.lanterncamps.com
WEBSITE

Microsoft Store Woodland Hills 
7021 S. Memorial
Tulsa, OK 74133
(918) 249-4728
content.microsoftstore.com/store/
detail-holiday/Tulsa-OK
COMPUTER - RETAIL

Midwest Decorating Company 
1510 South Memorial
Tulsa, OK 74122
(918) 584-0988
CONV. SERVICES/FACILITIES

Monterey’s Tex-Mex Cafe #521 
2102 W. Golden
Tulsa, OK 74127
(918) 906-0137
www.montereys.com
RESTAURANTS

Nichols & Nichols 
2506A E. 21st St.
Tulsa, OK 74114
(918) 744-4407
LEGAL SERVICES

Oil Capitol Neon 
4419 W. 55th Pl.
Tulsa, OK 74107
(918) 582-9031
www.oilcapitolneon.com
SIGNS

On Second Thought Consulting 
7641 S. Guthrie Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74132
(970) 324-0672
www.on-second-thought.net
CONSULTANTS

Palomino Horse Breeder’s 
Heritage Foundation Museum 
15253 E. Skelly Dr.
Tulsa, OK 74116
(918) 366-3624
MUSEUM

Pence & Reddy, P.C. 
401 S. Boston Ave., Ste. 500
Tulsa, OK 74103
(918) 947-8102
www.penceandreddy.com
ATTORNEYS

Petra Roofing Company 
4823 S. Sheridan, Ste. 309
Tulsa, OK 74145
(918) 835-5400
www.petraroofingco.com
ROOFING

Presidio 
7050 S. Yale, Ste. 111
Tulsa, OK 74136
(918) 770-4204
www.presidio.com
NETWORKING SERVICE

Raising Canes Chicken Fingers 
4810 S. Yale Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74135
RESTAURANTS

ResCare Workforce Services 
14002 E. 21st St., Ste. 1030
Tulsa, OK 74134
(918) 796-1200
www.rescare.com/ 
workforce-services.php
JOB TRAINING/PLACEMENT

Sassin & Associates, Inc. 
1860 E. 15th St.
Tulsa, OK 74104
(918) 949-4430
sassinassociates.weebly.com
COUNSELING

Sequoyah Technologies 
6666 S. Sheridan Rd., Ste. 205
Tulsa, OK 74133
(918) 493-7200
www.seqtek.com
INTERNET SERVICES

Statesource, LLC 
4001 E. 118th Pl.
Tulsa, OK 74137
(918) 288-2332
www.crosstimbersmarina.com
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPERS

Stone Creek Construction 
9501 E. 108th St.
Tulsa, OK 74133
(918) 605-9128
www.stonecreekconstruction.com
CONTRACTOR - BUILDING

Subway 
4004 S. Yale Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74135
(918) 665-6677
www.subway.com
RESTAURANTS

SWEP North America, Inc 
12122 E. 55th St., Ste. A
Tulsa, OK 74146
(803) 637-3949
www.swep.net
MANUFACTURERS

Ted’s Cafe Escondido 
7848 S. Olympia Ave West
Tulsa, OK 74132
(918) 301-8337
www.tedscafe.com
RESTAURANTS

Terry R. Bennett, D.M.D. 
1616 S. Denver Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74119
(918) 582-8651
DENTISTS

TheHomeMag of Tulsa 
500 S. 68th St.
Broken Arrow, OK 74014
(918) 605-9837
www.oklahomacity.thehomemag.com
ADVERTISING - MAGAZINE
Sponsored by: Deborah Karstens, 
Home Creations

Tropical Smoothie Cafe 
1717 N. Peoria Ave., Ste. 13
Tulsa, OK 74106
(918) 728-6229
www.tropicalsmoothie.com
RESTAURANTS

Tubis, LLC 
125 W. Thrid St., Ste. 6
Tulsa, OK 74103
(918) 704-3314
BUSINESS CONSULTING/
SERVICES

Turrel Consulting 
113 N. Utica Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74110
(918) 402-5316
CONSULTANTS - BUSINESS

White House Mansion 
P.O. Box 330337
Tulsa, OK 74133
(918) 446-8181
www.whitehousemansiontulsa.com
FACILITY PLANNING

Xposure, Inc. 
20 E. 5th St., Ste. 400
Tulsa, OK 74103-4443
(918) 581-8900
www.xposureinc.com
PUBLIC RELATIONS
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2013 Officers

chair 
Jake Henry Jr., President & CEO 

Saint Francis Health System

chair-elect 
Wade Edmundson, CEO 

Summit Bank

legal cOunsel and secretary 
Mike Cooke, Managing Partner & 

President 
Hall Estill Hardwick Gable Golden & 

Nelson

treasurer 
Jana Shoulders, President & CEO 

Adams Hall Wealth Advisors

immediate Past chair 
Becky J. Frank, Chairman & CEO 

Schnake Turnbo Frank | PR

President & ceO 
Mike Neal, CCE, CCD

executive vice President & cOO 
Matt Pivarnik, CCE, IOM

vice chairs Of the BOard

ecOnOmic develOPment 
Alan Armstrong, President & CEO 

Williams

marketing & cOmmunicatiOns 
Shane Fernandez, Executive VP 

Crafton Tull

visittulsa 
Dan Harrison, Senior VP, ONEOK

gOvernment affairs 
Jeff T. Dunn, President & CEO 
Mill Creek Lumber & Supply

cOmmunity develOPment 
Tom McKeon, President & CEO 

Tulsa Community College

resOurce develOPment 
Cathy Gates, Managing Partner 

Ernst & Young LLP

small Business 
Barrett Waller, President & CEO 

Waller & Company PR

educatiOn & WOrkfOrce 
Dana Weber, President & CEO 

Webco Industries

diversity 
Jim Langdon, Publisher 
TulsaPeople Magazine

tulsa sPOrts cOmmissiOn 
Jesse Boudiette, President, Propeller

OklahOmaBizPac and tulsaBizPac 
Jay Helm, President 

American Residential Group

vice Presidents

marketing, cOmmunicatiOns  
& events 

LToya Knighten, Vice President

educatiOn & WOrkfOrce 
Susan Harris, Senior Vice President

visittulsa & tulsa sPOrts 
cOmmissiOn 

Ray Hoyt, Senior Vice President

visittulsa 
Paula Sanders, Vice President

ecOnOmic develOPment 
Justin McLaughlin, IOM, CEcD 

Senior Vice President 

Brien Thorstenberg 
Vice President

memBershiP develOPment  
& relatiOns 

Ruth Littlefield, IOM, CCE,  
Vice President

gOvernment affairs 
Chris Benge, Senior Vice President

finance 
Nancy Carter, Vice President

PuBlisher

LToya Knighten, Vice President 
Marketing and Communications

editOr

Rachel Anderson Hill, APR  
Communications Director

cOntriButOrs

Shaun Epperson  
Communications Manager

Hannah Jackson  
Communications Manager

Zach Fort  
Communications Manager

Amanda McConnell 
Communications Manager

Bryan Campbell  
Graphic Design & Publication Manager

PhOtOgraPher 
Don Sibley, Multimedia and Creative 

Services Manager

Publ ic  Relat ions St rategy  |   Media Relat ions  |   Corporate Communicat ions  |   Market ing

Building your brand, one story at a time.

waller  company
p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s

&

www.wallerpr.com   |    918.587.1909
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION. 
Like us on Facebook for great giveaways 
and contests, news you can use and 
information on upcoming events. 

facebook.com/tulsachamber


